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Vanuatu Women Celebrate Jubilee

Clinton J. Holloway

The year was 1942. All around the South Pacific there was intense and bloody fighting for control of the islands.
American victory in the Battle of the Coral Sea gave rise to an influx of Americans and their supplies that greatly
altered the way of life in the island nation of Vanuatu (then known as the New Hebrides)—and the future.

Following the battle the Foreign Missions
Board of the Churches of Christ in
Australia (now the Australian Churches
of Christ Global Mission Partners

Mary Clipstone Finger, and later
Shirley (Mrs. Keith) Ludgater who
pioneered the women’s work on
Vanuatu and founded the Christian

of their Jubilee. Nearly 300 CWF
members from nine islands came
together for three days of worship
and celebration. Singing, dancing and

[GMP]) allowed Mary Clipstone (later
Mrs. Harold Finger) to go as part of a
team to Vanuatu to develop a new medical
work; Clipstone was a qualified nurse.
According to Vanuatu tradition it was

islands.

Women’s Fellowship (CWF) in the

December 15-17, 2006 saw the first
national gathering of the CWF in honor

the fellowship of food were enjoyed
by all.

The event was held at the Nduindui
Church on West Ambae and it fairly
bulged at the seams with the crowd.
A fresh bamboo dining room to serve
the assembly was constructed on the
foundation of the old church building
with the pillars wrapped in palm
fronds and fresh flowers. Green
mangoes served as vases for cut
hibiscus blossoms. As colorful as the
flowers were those in attendance
with every island CWF being
represented by women in matching
outfits of pink, green, yellow, blue
and maroon. Each island group also
presented gifts of taro, lap-lap (a
baked taro casserole), rice, sweet
potatoes, tomatoes and cucumbers.
cont. P2.

Mid-Winter Rally in Germany
Randy Smelser

“Simply splendid” describes one of the reactions to our
yearly family retreat with other Europe Christian workers,
gathered from France, Germany, Kosovo, Albania,
Romania and Italy in a youth hostel in Hermeskeil near
the German border with Luxembourg from December
27-31, 2006.

Mark Scott from Ozark Christian
College used the parables of
Jesus to teach on the
surprisingly “Upside Down
Stories of God.” His wife Carla
led the music, blending the old
and new in great hymnology.

Other local workers led in the
prayer sessions and
workshops. Al and Val Cinnamon
(Emett, Idaho) and other workers
with them guided the children’s
program. Each day representatives from three European
areas presented “Five Things to Pray for my Country.”
Everyone divided into six small prayer teams and took
notes to pray pointedly for each need.

| Mark Scott "I

More information about the retreat can be found at:
www.MidWinterRally.com

Scholarship Fund Needs your
Support

There has been a wonderful start to the establishment of our
Scholarship Fund to assist people from two-third world
countries who may have a difficulty finding enough funds to
attend the World Convention. Within weeks two Churches
in Nashville offered support as well as some individuals. An
interdenominational men’s bible study group has pledged to
raise enough funds for one scholarship over the next 12
months by levying their members $2 per week.

We need many more scholarships, the need is great! The
scholarship will assist in funding air-travel, accommodation
and meals. Each recipient will be required to make a
contribution as well. Those sponsored will come early and
spend at least one week with their sponsors.

This is a wonderful way that your Church can have an
active role in assisting the development of an overseas mission
work. The financial support of a two-third world delegate,
enabling them to be exposed to the wider Church is a great
gift to their work.

Will you accept our invitation to make a difference in a two-
third world Christians life and work?

Churches or individuals interested in knowing more about
supporting this fund can contact Mrs. Judy Davis at the
World Convention Office.



Page 2 - March 2007

Cont..
Vanuatu Women Celebrate Jubilee

Most of the women arrived by ship, some having traveled for three days to
attend the celebrations. The island has no pier so small skiffs ferried people
and goods from ship to shore.

A highlight of the jubilee was the unveiling of a memorial stone and plaque
honoring the “pioneers, founders and leaders” of CWF in Vanuatu since its
inception in 1942. The memorial featured a tall stone “pyramid” on a base
topped with an open Bible inscribed with the verse, “The Lord has done
great things for us, and we are filled with joy.” (Psalm 126:3).

The featured speaker and study leader was Ana Gobledale, with her
husband, Tod, Chaplains at the Churches of Christ Theological College,
Mulgrave, Australia. Ana represented the GMP at the Jubilee which she
described simply as “a wonderful occasion.” According to Deaconess
Nellie Sese, Secretary for the Jubilee Celebration, Ana Gobledale’s
presence and enlightening studies was representative of Australia and
continued the pioneer efforts in women’s work of both Mary Finger and
Shirley Ludgater.

The World Convention office extends belated congratulations to the
Christian Women'’s Fellowship on the occasion of their Jubilee. Vanuatu is
said to have the highest per capita membership of Stone-Campbell
Movement Churches of any country in the world. For further information
and history of the Movement in Vanuatu, see the national profile located
on our website at www.worldconvention.org.

Our thanks to Ana Gobledale for this report and photos.

CWF memorial stone and plaque

Thank You World Convention Supporters

Our wonderful World Convention supporters have come to our aid once again. In the last edition of
World Christian we included a letter from President Dr. C. Robert Wetzel about our desperate financial
need and requesting supporters to assist us. The response has been very encouraging with a close to
record amount in donations coming in over the Christmas /New Year period.

Your gifts have been a great encouragement to our hard working staff, and while we didn’t manage to
meet budget for the 2006 financial year, we ended up with a much improved situation.
Your support is greatly appreciated.

World Australian College Celebrates Centenary
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The Australian Churches of
Christ came together in
February to celebrate the
centenary of their theological
college CCTC - Mulgrave.

Churches of Christ
Theological College (CCTC) is
the national ministry and
theological teaching college
for the Conference of
Churches of Christ in
Australia. It was established
in 1907 in Carlton, Victoria as

the College of the Bible. Between
1910 and 1988 the college was
located in Glen Iris, before moving
to its current location at 40-60
Jacksons Road, Mulgrave in 1989.

In 1975, CCTC and Whitley
(Baptist) College established the
Evangelical Theological
Association, which is accredited
by the Melbourne College of
Divinity to teach undergraduate
and postgraduate theology
degrees.

Dr Merrill Kitchen has served
as the Principal of CCTC
since 2000. Dr Kitchen was a
bible study speaker at the
Brighton , England World
Convention in 2004.

We congratulate CCTC on
reaching this milestone.
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Partner Profile

Abilene Christian University
Abilene, Texas

Abilene Christian University has the honour of being the first academic institution and the first organization
from the Churches of Christ to join the World Convention sponsorship program in providing financial
support for the 2008 Nashville Convention. “ACU is honoured to have the opportunity to support this ABILENE
effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace within our family of Stone-Campbell churches. ¢ HRISTIAMN
Abilene Christian University’s commitment to the principles of this Movement is strengthened by its LIMMIVERSITY
support of World Convention™ said Abilene’s Doug Foster and a member of the World Convention Executive.

In 2006 Abilene marked its’ centenary and in so doing exceeded a capital campaign goal of growing their
{ endowment to over $250 million. Begun in the fall of 1906 as Childers Classical Institute, the first
" president was A.B. Barret, who succeeded in securing a location for the school and opening the doors
of the Institute for eleven primary and secondary grades that first semester. By the end of the first year
85 students were enrolled, despite numerous hardships. Accredited collegiate courses were added later.
By 1929 the school had outgrown its original five-acre campus and moved to the present location, a
ranch comprised of nearly 750 acres outside of town, known as “the Hill.” Such notable Churches of
Christ leaders as Jesse P. Sewell and Batsell Baxter succeeded A.B. Barret as president of the school. Dr.
Royce Money currently serves the institution as President. Since that first year Abilene has had 86,000
alumni and former students receive a Christian education.

In addition to a full catalogue of
Dr Royce Money undergraduate courses and majors
Abilene also offers several outstanding
graduate departments and schools. The Graduate School of Theology,
founded in 1999 from the Graduate Department of Bible. The mission
of the Graduate School is “to equip men and women in effective
ministerial leadership in a variety of missions and ministry contexts
and to provide strong academic foundations for theological inquiry.”
Students from all over the world can enrol in degree programs including
the Master of Divinity, M.A. in Christian Ministry, M.A. in Missions,
History and Theology, Old Testament, New Testament as well as the !
Doctor of Ministry degree. One notable feature of the physical campus = F S
is an eight-foot-diameter World Missions Globe that is representative ACU Campus in Abilene
of the university’s mission to educate students for Christian service

and leadership throughout the world. In this regard, one significant opportunity in the undergraduate department of Bible is the
WorldWide Witness program that allows students and graduates to serve God through short-term involvement with experienced
mentors on the mission field through summer internships lasting six weeks or apprenticeships after graduation, lasting six to
eighteen months.

—. The Centre for Restoration Studies is another significant feature of the Abilene campus. Under the
direction of Dr. Douglas Foster, the Centre is a repository of books and archival materials for the Stone-
Campbell Movement and the Churches of Christ. While the Centre has a rich collection of 19" century
materials that includes handwritten sermons by Barton Stone and Thomas Campbell’s pulpit from his
# Ahorey, Ireland Church, the Centre’s main collection focus is the development of U.S. Churches of
Christ in the twentieth century. In addition to an archival repository, the Centre seeks to develop
understanding of the Stone-Campbell Movement through symposia, visiting scholars programs, and
4 other public presentations of the history of the Movement. Many of the Centre’s treasures are available
on-line by accessing the website at http://bibleacu.com/crs/

For ninety years Abilene has hosted their Annual Lectureship, drawing together some of the best
speakers of the Churches of Christ. In 2006 the Lectureship included an important step towards unity
« and included an invitation to Christian Churches to be a part of the annual event. The 2007 Lectureship
== will be held September 16-19 on the ACU campus with the theme of messages from Micah: ““Do Justice,
Love Mercy, Walk Humbly.” Lecturers will include Jerry Taylor, Abilene; Fred Asare, Accra, Ghana;
Stephen Johnson, Abilene; Landon Saunders, Norwich, Vermont; Don McLaughlin, Atlanta, GA; Mark
Hamilton, Abilene; Mark Hamilton, Abilene; Jeff Walling, Charlotte, North Carolina. Workshop topics
include: Reading Revelation, Spiritual Direction, Christians and the Environment, Filmmakers’ workshop,
Overcoming Racism, Missional Leadership and Youth Ministry.
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“Future History” looks at foundational concepts of Stone-Campbell Movement
By Ted Parks

With plans well under way for the next World Convention—an event bringing together diverse believers sharing a unique
spiritual heritage—a slender new book offers timely insights into the religious principles championed by Thomas and
Alexander Campbell and Barton W. Stone some two centuries ago.

In “A Future History: Christianity for the Next Generation,” Dr. Glenn Carson, president of the Disciples of Christ
Historical Society, identifies “four central ideas” crucial to the future of churches in the Stone-Campbell tradition. A general
ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), the Historical Society also serves Churches of Christ and Christian
Churches / Churches of Christ.

Carson’s four “ideas” are the centrality of the New Testament, the priesthood of all believers, the importance of Christian
unity and the open table of the Lord’s Supper. Leaders today must carry forward these historic concepts if they want the
Stone-Campbell tradition to continue to shape churches, the author believes. If congregations in the movement “are to have
a history in the future,” Carson writes, “there are ideas which cannot be left behind.”

Dr Glenn Carson

To make his case, the Historical Society president looks :' Ve

tradition. Emphasizing the role of the New Testament, /=
devotion” to the authority of scripture. But the 19th-
authority of Scripture has always been a hallmark of
“Scripture Alone.”

not only to scripture, the Campbells and Stone, but other voices in the Christian

y Carson reminds readers that Stone and Alexander Campbell shared an “absolute

~ century leaders didn’t develop their ideas in a vacuum. “The inspiration and
true Christianity,” Carson explains, pointing to Martin Luther’s commitment to

In his discussion of unity, Carson re-visits the
Christians. But he adds a spin to the familiar theme o
century North American preacher Phillips Brooks, [ -
on consensus, but faith. “Our unity does not £
writes. Rather, unity “is based completely on the

hallmark Stone-Campbell emphasis on breaking down the barriers between
by exploring the spiritual foundations of Christian unity. Quoting famed 19th-
who exclaimed “Not Christianity, but Christ!” Carson argues that unity depends not
ultimately reside in any set of principles, no matter how important they may be,” he
Person of Christ and our ongoing, growing relationship with him,” Carson explains.

A powerful embodiment of the Stone-Campbell plea for oneness is the Lord’s Supper, the final of Carson’s four bedrock concepts. There is no other marker
of our faith which is as constant as the Table,” he writes, describing the open communion table as “perhaps the best symbol of who we are.” Carson stresses
it is Christ, and Christ alone—not the church or its leaders—who invites people to the feast.

Throughout the book, Carson uses “Disciples” to refer to all modern-day believers in churches related to the Stone-Campbell Movement. The Historical
Society president said in an interview shortly after the book’s publication that he hoped to reach readers from across the Stone-Campbell spectrum. “I was
looking for those . . . kind of common elements,” Carson said, “as well as . . . an introductory overview to who we are.”

The slim new book is only 77 pages long. But the author believes it will meet a need for “essay-sized” studies to complement the traditional scholarly
offerings of the Historical Society. The volume launches a new society imprint, the Polar Star Press. “A Future History: Christianity for the Next
Generation,” published by Polar Star Press, is available from the Disciples of Christ Historical Society. For ordering information, the society’s toll-free
number is 866-834-7563 and its e-mail address, mail@discipleshistory.org.

Can You Help Us?

At World Convention we rely on our freinds and supporters to send

donations to fund our daily operation. Can you assist us in this

ministry of unity and reconciliation? Will you send us a gift or ask

for us to be added to your Chuch’s mission outreach support?
Please send your support today.

Have you joined your global
Prayer Network - 11:11

- Get Connected

Response from around the world
shows that this prayer network for
our global family is very appealing.

Setyourwatch for 11:11 amdaily
» Thank God for what you
have; pray for what you need.
* Include any person around

Use this form to send your gift:

— '.—." = vl |--

Ry "'"{-.-'
elevan:eleven
GET CONNECTED

you in your prayer.

* Be truthful if anybody asks
you what you are doing.

* Remember your global
church family and that you are
a loved and commissioned
member of the whole church
of Jesus Christ.

If using credit card please complete below also

Type of Card: .....ccoovevvviieiicceee e
NUMDET: <ottt r et asr s are e
EXp Date: ..o,
SIGNALUIE: ot
Mail to: 1279 Brentwood Highlands Drive Nashville, TN 37211
United States of America



March 2007- Page 5

Return Visit to Hurricane Area

World Convention Executive Director Jeff Weston was part of a team from Nashville that
recently revisited the hurricane damaged area of Gulfport, Mississippi. This area was
devastated as a result of the massive storms which hit New Orleans and the Gulf Coast
Region in August 2005. Jeff had previously visited the area to assist with cleanup (see
issue #50) in October 2005. He was amazed at the work still needing to be undertaken in the
area. “There has been a great deal of publicity about the work still to be undertaken in New
Orleans, and rightly so, but other places are also still in need of assistance. | was just
amazed at the devastation still evident in Gulfport today,” Jeff said on his return.

Habitat for Humanity has been active in the A
Gulf Region building over 700 new homes.

They have pledged to construct 1,000 to meet the great
need. One thing that is very evident is the excellent
work being undertaken by all three streams of our
Churches. The Disciples have established seven
mission stations in the region and have a constant
stream of volunteers assisting from across the country.
The Churches of Christ and Christian Churches are
offering similar assistance thanks to the many gifts of
finance, goods and service by our members.

L, - R L &

i el

ﬁa“g‘h;}"ﬁe“{eam me}ngérs Woody Powers Jeff reports; “One of the most wonderful compliments

and Jamie Huling receiving thanks for a
job well done

I have been asked to pass-on came from an 80 year old
lady we assisted. She said to me, “tell your Churches
thank you, for you are the living body of Christ to us

Jeff sharing a word of
encouragement with team

in need.””

workers at

devotions

morning

Exciting Workshops Planned for World Convention

Init’s scheduling for the 17" World Convention the planning committee has put in place
a broad range of workshops that will meet the interests and be of value to all who attend
from around the world. This will be one of the largest gatherings of the World Convention
in recent years we are therefore trying to ensure that there is something applicable and
of value to everyone’s ministry. We are planning to have our largest range of workshops
with more than 80 sessions being offered over three days.

There will of course be excellent workshops on the Restoration Movement and tours to
significant historical sights. We will also have a range of workshops on contemporary
issues including a workshop on Islam presented by Saleem Massey from Pakistan.
There will be a range of workshops on Family Issues including the Spiritual Development
of Children and Marriage Enrichment. A highlight will be sessions on developing
Spiritual Disciplines with Dr. Gary Holloway and the Prayer workshop. Growing the
Church workshops will include sessions for Church planters and Urban Ministry Issues
as well as the Value of the Smaller Church. Our Church Life workshops will include
topics such as Handling Conflict, Dealing with Discouragement, and Effective Senior
Adult Ministry. Areal highlight will be a Musicians workshop and Writing Music for
Today’s Church lead by some of the talented Nashville based Christian musicians and
composers.

This is just a sample of the many wonderful learning and sharing opportunities that will
be available in the World Convention workshops. Added to these are the construction
of a Habitat for Humanity House in Nashville, and ateen’s house framing construction
project. Don’t forget our Global Leaders Forum and College Presidents Conference. A
complete listing will be available later this year, but start planning now to make the most
of your time at this global event. If you haven’t yet registered do so now while there are
still reduced rates for registration.

Have you thought about how
good the World Christian
would look in full colour?

Each edition of World Christian costs
around $5,500 US to print and mail to our
many supporters around the world. If we
printed it in colour it would cost a lot more.

You can get a full colour edition of World
Christian and save us some money at the
same time. World Christian is available on
the World Wide Web as soon as it is
prepared (even before our printer gets his

copy!).

If you would like to view the World
Christian go to www.worldconvention.org
and click on the World Christian link
button. You will view a pdf file which you
easily download or print.

Why not try it today?

If you like what you see let us know and
we will remove you from the mailing list
and you will help us keep costs down while
getting a quality colour edition of World
Christian.
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Thank You Friends

Without the gifts of Friends of World Convention, the ministry of World Convention would cease. These gifts also
determine the amount World Convention can do to serve our global family. Opportunities abound! We are very
grateful for the support of the following friends who have given since our last issue of World Christian and before

the end of February 2007.

United States:
World Convention
Contributors

Frances Anderson, CA

William & Mary Helen Blackwell, WV
Robert & Ruth Brier, AL

William & Lorraine Briggs, MO
Robert & Wilma Brown, KS

John & Dot Cachiaras, MN
Charlotte & Clarence Carpenter, TX
Ray & Sandra Dickerson, TN
Faye Filby, OR

Shirley & Jack Forstman, TN

Don & Diane Gaffney, PA

Rodney & Eileen Glasscock, TX
Howard & Darlene Goodrich, MO
John & Kirby Gould, KS

Ann Gwin, TN

Robert B & Velma J Hall, TN

Ed & Jo Kicklighter, CA

Chester Lamberth, TX

Mr & Mrs John Lee, IN

Robert & Mary Jo Low, IL

Dr Allan & Patricia McNicol, TX
Mark & Bonnie Miller-McLemore, TN
Nelson & Mary Mosson, IN
James Allen & Jean Nichols, MO
Deborah Owen & Kevin Frings, IL
Thomas & Maurine Peake, TN
Olivia Pennington, MO

Frank Phinizy, TN

Keith & Helen Purscell, MN

Mrs Dolly Rose, NC

Bill & Jane Sears, IL

Sam & Gwen Stone, OH

Clarence & Thelma Taylor, IL

Jim & Pat Trader, WV

Norm & Katharine Wells, WA
Edward & Beth Williamson, MO
Donna Wisehart, IN

World Convention
Supporters

Betty Barker, FL

Robert & Maurine Blackwell, MO
David & Julia Blondell, KY
Delno & Lorraine Brown, TN
Martha Calcote, MS

Margaret Carpenter, OK

James & Fran Craddock, IN

Mr & Mrs Jerrall Crook, TN

Patricia R Dart, AK

David & Margaret Eubanks, TN
Frank & Joanne Goodwin, WA
Naomi Hansjergen, CA

Rod & Autumn Huron, OH
John Lambert, AL

Beatrice & Bill Loesch, CA
Joe A & Nancy Stalcup, TX

Dr & Mrs Carl H Stem, KS
Harvey & Sybel Thomas, IL
Lois and Robert Ward, NC
Judith Winchell, CA

Richard & Peggy Ziglar, OK

World Convention
Sustainers

Thom Armentrout, VA

Joe & Cornelia Bain, TN

Philip & Ella Davis, CA

Jim & Ellen Evans, GA

Moulton & Bonnie Farrar, TN
Charles & Juanita Fentress, TN
Bob & Betty Goss, IN

Johnny & Jackie Griffin, OK
John C & Goldie Harrison-Hoffmire, IL
John Henderson, TN

James & Mary Ingmire, TN
Larry & Sherry Kuntz, IN

Mildred Lee, TX

Lester & Janelle Palmer, IN
Woody & Angela Powers, TN
Joan Rollins, OK

William & Jane Sikes, CO
Roger & Debra Spring, OH

Jim & Maida Thokey, LA
Richard & Peggy Ziglar, OK

World Convention
Benefactors

Louis & Carolyn Brown, AL
Doug & Kathy Dornhecker, WA
Clinton & Adele Holloway, TN
Gary & Becki Pearson, MD
Jerry & Rebecca Rudberg, OR
Richard & Esther Spellman, FL
Robert & Bonnie Wetzel, TN

Congregations, Institutions,

Trusts USA

Central Christian Church, Granite City,
IL

Central Christian Church, Jacksonville,
IL

Eureka Christian Church, IL

First Christian Church, Radford, VA
First Christian Church, Decatur, IL
First Christian Church, Nashville, TN
First Christian Church, Johnson City,
TN

First Christian Church, Lincoln, NE
First Christian Church - CWF, Rich-
mond, KY

Overland Park Christian Church, KS
Southport Christian Church, IN
Westminster Church of Christ, MD
Woodmont Hills Church of Christ, TN

Endowment Fund

Mildred Lee, TX
Richard & Peggy Ziglar, OK

Australia Friends

Jean Brock, SA

Muriel Coventry, SA

Barry & Barbara Grear, SA
David & Marlene Messent, SA
Eunice Reidy, VIC

Denzil & Marie Stanway, QLD
Leo Woodward, QLD

Canada Friends,

Melinda Benoit, ONT
Alice Porter, ONT
Mildred B Shaw, BC

China Friends,

Ben and Karen Rees

Ghana

Kingsley Agyarko & Gladys Okra
Japan

Jenann Beckman
Tokiko & Junichi Hagiwara
Masami & Mitsuko Togano

New Zealand Friends

Bevan & Velma Clarke
Kath Davies

Shirley Davison

Lyndsay & Lorraine Jacobs

United Kingdom

Peter & Jean Arthur
Don & Maureen Buxton
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Registration Form .
Our Sponsorship

Together in Christ

- Partners
czs /v Zlle
Music City
July 30 - August 3
2008
Please print very clearly
» Name/s (Christian and family names as for name badges) " ABILEME
CHRISTIAR

(1) first last HIVERSITY
(2) first last

Please tick box if you are a Youth Registrant (must be aged 13 -25 years as at August 1 2008) |:|
Children or family youth attending (age: August 1, 2008) - T T
() () EMMANUEL

() () Sehool of Religton
L RN Y SEN Ny
« Contact information
Street
City/Town State/province
Fliscipdos
Postal/zip code Country CH ksl
Ipermal
Email o
Phone: Area code - Local number -

Local Congregation

 Registration (check/tick)
Attending. (l/we hope/plan to be there!) M
Non-attending. (Supporting; mailed materials) EVANGELI .;4 [ SOCIETY

Registration Fees:

Fees are per person.
There is no registration fee for children up till age 12 years attending with parents.

PLEASE NOTE: There will be a program fee for children who share in the children’s program which will .

cover costs.

2007 FEES ,’

1. Paid before end of 2007 180.00 US

2. Full Registration (paid in 2008) 200.00 US

Spouse paid when registering with partner 110.00 US (no further discount) GLOBAL MINISTRIES
Youth 13 years — 25 years 110.00 US (no further discount)

Seminarian 110.00 US (no further discount)

Family (2 Adults and own Youth)
1. Paid before end of 2007 380.00 US
2. Full registration (paid in 2008) 420.00 US

Please mail this form to:
World Convention
1279 Brentwood Highlands
Drive
NASHVILLE, TN 37211
United States of America

2/3""World Countries
1. Paid before end of 2007 60.00 US
2. Full Registration (paid in 2008) 65.00 US

Method of Payment: Check/cheque __ or credit card __ Cheques (payable to World Convention) in US dollars only.

If paying by credit card please supply
Name on card: Enter the TOTAL you are
Card type: Visa Mastercard Discover ____  Diners Club ____ paying here:

Card number
Expiry date / Signature $

VV¥e can debit cards from any currency but our entries are in US doflars. VWe calculate exchange rates
carefully but remember they will not be exact and credit card companies build in a margin.
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Unity Efforts Celebrated in Benin

Clinton J. Holloway

In December of last year the Kaiteme Church of Christ, planted in 1998 and one of the oldest of the Churches of /

Christ among the Aja people of Benin, West Africa, hosted the annual year-end convention of Churches of Christ.
The three-day event, just prior to Christmas (December 22-24), was historic in that it was also a time of celebration
of the union of Churches of Christ and Christian Churches of Benin.

There are reported to be seven congregations of Churches of
Christ and over a dozen congregations identified as Christian
Churches. On Saturday,
December 23, during the
annual convention a
delegation of about 100
people from the Christian
Churches arrived by
truck. The delegation
entered the worship
service in a parade, their
hearts full of praise as
they offered up a special
song they had prepared
for the occasion. Randy
and Kelly Vaughn, are

- % missionaries from the
American Churches of Christ in Benin (in 2007 they will be ending
their eight-year tenure in Benin). Randy said of the Christian
Church delegation, “I appreciate so much our brothers from the
Christian Church; their humility is evident and their dynamic
relationship with Jesus is contagious.”

Chirchifném Ve |

Later in the day, the leaders of the Christian Church delegation
called together the leadership council of the seven Aja
congregations, laid hands upon them and prayed over the

leadership of the Churches of Christ. Union will provide both
groups of first generation Christians important opportunities for
fellowship and mutual encouragement in a land where believers
are still a very small minority. Vaughn says that this kind of union
is significant for these relatively new Christians who have no
mentors in their families to guide them in their Christian walk, “for
God to bring together these two groups under one umbrella will
strengthen everyone in this combat for purity, holiness and the
pursuit of righteousness.” The combined fellowship will fortify
both groups for the purpose of evangelism, discipleship and the
spiritual battle for maturation and sanctification.

While the Vaughns will be returning to the United States sometime
in 2007 you can read more
about their work among the
Aja people of Benin at their
blog found at http://
rkvaughn.blogspot.com
For more information on
the history of Stone-
Campbell mission work in
Benin see the national
profile located on our
website at

www.worldconvention.org

Randy Vaughn praying for leaders

DISCIPLES HELP DEDICATE HISTORIC MISSION HOSPITAL IN CHINA

The renovated 1892 mission hospital founded by William Edward Macklin, the first missionary to China sent by the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) in 1886, was formally dedicated in the Macklin Courtyard of Nanjing Drum Tower Hospital on Jan. 23. The
historic building now serves as the hospital’s 1892 Memaorial Hall, Hospital Archives, and includes a series of memorial galleries, a
dedicated archives and spacious conference hall. Nanjing, a Chinese city of 6 million people, is the capital of Jiangsu Province.

Nanjing Drum Tower Hospital’s 19th President, Prof. Ding Yitao, M.D., hosted the public

ceremonies. Representatives from the Nanjing Municipal Government, the Bureau of Public
Health, Nanjing University, Nanjing College of Medicine, Nanjing TCM University, Nanjing
Xianlin University City and Nanjing Drum Tower Hospital Group attended the event. Among
the dignitaries and guests from the United States and Canada attending the ceremonies were
William Nottingham, president emeritus of the Division of Overseas Ministries (DOM), Xiaoling
Zhu, Global Ministries area executive for East Asia and the Pacific and Marjorie Ruth Hancock,
granddaughter of the hospital founder with Ms. Carolyn Johnson Sandison, great granddaughter

of the hospital founder.

In his welcoming remarks, Prof. Ding Yitao, acknowledged the historical contributions of Dr.
William Edward Macklin (1860 - 1947) the founder and first president, and the numerous doctors
and medical professionals who have so faithfully served the people of China for more than 100

years.

To read more about the event, see:

www.globalministries.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1622&Itemid=125
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